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TRIBUTE TO MIKE LANDSBERRY 

(Mr. AMODEI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. AMODEI. Mr. Speaker, Mike 
Landsberry, a math teacher at Sparks 
Middle School, passed away just about 
50 hours ago. He was 45 years old, an 
Alabama native, high school athlete, 
coach, husband, brother, dad, marine, 
Nevada Air Guard senior master ser-
geant, and a friend. 

Mike Landsberry observed the horror 
of an active shooter at his school Mon-
day morning, and simply moved with-
out hesitation, instinctively, into 
harm’s way to protect others. In so 
doing, Mike made the ultimate sac-
rifice in service to the end to his stu-
dents, his school, and his community. 

Coach, you humble us all with your 
warrior spirit and compassion. They 
will be your lasting legacy. Thank you 
for your service, and may you rest in 
peace. 

f 

HONORING STEPHEN ADUBATO, 
SR. 

(Mr. SIRES asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Stephen Adubato, Sr., the 
founder of the North Ward Center and 
an inspiring figure of the Newark, New 
Jersey, community. To recognize Mr. 
Adubato’s achievements and contribu-
tions, a statue of him reading to two 
young children will be placed on the 
main campus of the North Ward Cen-
ter. 

Mr. Adubato began his career in edu-
cation and as a teacher in Newark, and 
went on to develop the North Ward 
Center in 1970, a group of five institu-
tions designed to provide educational, 
cultural, and meaningful social serv-
ices to low- and moderate-income fami-
lies in the area. 

From its humble beginnings as a 
small preschool, the center now in-
cludes an adult medical daycare, busi-
ness training center, as well as the 
Robert Treat Academy, a charter 
school that has received national rec-
ognition and the honor of being named 
a Blue Ribbon School. 

Since the founding of the center, Ste-
phen Adubato, Sr., has continually 
worked to improve the quality of life 
for everyone in the community, from 
young to senior citizens. Mr. Adubato 
has been honored by numerous organi-
zations and institutions, such as Kean 
University and the Thurgood Marshall 
College Fund, for his contributions and 
dedication to education. 

Today, I recognize the accomplish-
ments of Stephen Adubato, Sr., and 
thank him for his continued dedication 
to the residents of Newark, particu-
larly the North Ward. 

WATER RESOURCES REFORM AND 
DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 2013 

(Mr. STUTZMAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. STUTZMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of the legislation to 
be considered on the floor this after-
noon, H.R. 3080, the Water Resources 
Reform and Development Act of 2013. 

Mr. Speaker, my amendment, ruled 
in order and to be considered en bloc, 
addresses an issue very important to 
my district in northeast Indiana, as 
well as other similarly situated dis-
tricts around the country. 

I am proud to represent Fort Wayne, 
Indiana’s second-largest city, which 
has more than 10 miles of levees that 
protect residents and businesses. In re-
sponse to recent Army Corps of Engi-
neers guidelines requiring levee 
devegetation, local governments across 
the country affected by this policy 
have made their voices heard. Unfortu-
nately, this unnecessary policy will 
cost taxpayers in my district millions 
of dollars. 

My amendment saves the city of Fort 
Wayne $25 million and makes levee 
safety the highest priority while allow-
ing the Army Corps of Engineers to 
fully examine the guidelines study au-
thorized in the underlying bill. 

I thank Chairman SHUSTER for his as-
sistance and look forward to further 
pursuing solutions to this issue. 

f 

POWER OF THE PURSE 

(Mr. CLEAVER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, later 
today, the WRRDA bill will come be-
fore this body. I intend to vote against 
it. The reason is that there are 23 ear-
marks in it. I support all of those 
projects, but I don’t have an earmark 
in it—and I want one. 

I am not one of those people who is 
going to pretend to the public, as many 
of us have, that earmarks cost the 
budget any more money than they do. 
They do not. We go around and talk 
about the ‘‘bridge to nowhere.’’ There 
is a bridge. It is called the Gravina Is-
land Bridge. 

The worse thing about this is that, 
constitutionally, we have the power of 
the purse. We have given it to the ad-
ministration. So they put 23 projects 
out here and said, Well, they used to be 
earmarks. That is like cutting off the 
tail of an alligator and putting some 
little ears on him and saying, It used 
to be a dog. 

Ladies and gentlemen, this is wrong. 
The public needs to understand that 
this earmark business is damaging the 
Constitution because it is our job to 
spend the purse. 

WATER RESOURCES REFORM AND 
DEVELOPMENT ACT OF 2013 

(Mr. CRAMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CRAMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
encourage my colleagues to support to-
day’s jobs bill, the Water Resources Re-
form and Development Act, because it 
is not an earmark. It authorizes—not 
appropriates—money for 23 projects 
identified by the Corps of Engineers as 
important. They are important for a 
number of reasons, not the least of 
which is their primary purpose is the 
movement of goods and services into 
the global marketplace, which creates 
wealth and jobs for Americans. 

Further, it authorizes projects that 
are important to flood protection in 
flood-prone areas like the Red River 
Valley of the North, in my area. In ad-
dition to that, the real reforms that 
are impressive are things like it de-au-
thorizes old projects to the tune of $12 
billion worth. Furthermore, it gives 
more leverage and flexibility for the 
use of non-Federal funds, which is, I 
think, the very thing that the tax-
payers of this State are looking for— 
the type of flexibility that allows local 
governments and local communities to 
do the right thing for themselves. 

f 

OXI DAY 
(Ms. TITUS asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, nearly 73 
years ago, as countries across Europe 
were falling to Hitler’s forces, an emis-
sary from Mussolini arrived in Athens 
to demand the Greeks surrender and 
allow the Axis forces to occupy that 
country. In response, the Greeks coura-
geously replied, ‘‘oxi,’’ or ‘‘no.’’ 

The Axis forces quickly descended on 
Greece, but they failed to anticipate 
the courage of the Hellenic people, who 
led a passionate resistance in defense 
of their freedom and their beloved 
country. On the island of Crete, for ex-
ample, with only broomsticks and 
plowshares as weapons, women and 
children held the Germans at bay for 10 
days, breaking the back of the assault. 

The story of this bravery has largely 
been overlooked in the history books, 
but the Greek refusal to surrender 
proved to be one of the most decisive 
moments in the war. As Winston 
Churchill said: 

If there had not been the virtue and cour-
age of the Greeks, we do not know what the 
outcome of World War II would have been. 

On August 28, Greeks around the 
world celebrate Oxi Day to honor the 
great legacy of the Greek people and 
share with the world the story of their 
bravery. I commend them and say, 
‘‘Happy Oxi Day.’’ 

f 

b 1230 

THE OBAMACARE WEB SITE— 
BROKEN AND CAN’T BE FIXED 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio asked and 
was given permission to address the 
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